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contact with the movements of progress has been established. The rise of vernacular
journalism, fhe publication of cheap literature, the expansion of the printing
industry, the larger use of books by persons of both sexes, and none the least, the
dawn of a new cultural consciousness expressing itself in the social, literary, poli-
tical and the religious movements of the period, are some of the outstanding features
that characterise and bear witness to the cultural rise of Andhra Desa. These are
the various phases of one single dynamic movement of the age, namely, the evolu-
* tioa of Indian Nationalism and if in the process thereof some have dedicated them-
selves whole-heartedly to the establishment and development of public libraries in
Andhra Desa, be it said that they were the pioneers of the biggest social reforma-
tion undertaken in recent years.

The leaders of our Public Library movement will have to examine our social
conditions and plan out a programme that will be responsible for bringing out men
and women who can think truthfully, act intelligently and thus serve society as
members of a good citizenry. This means that the primary principle of the subor-
dination of the individual interest to the good of the whole must be recognized.
A mere technical analysis of the requirements of Libraries in the shape of books,
buildings, and periodical returns, will not serve our immediate purpose, That can
be done in small regional conferences; what is now needed is a well-conceived plan
of educating the Society to realise its own inherent cultural values. Such a plan,
however, pre-supposes that the libraries must enlarge their sphere of activity and be
prepared to adhere themselves to new intellectual attitudes.

We have to take advantage of the existing instruments of education like elemen-
tary school for carrying forward the objects of these public library movements and
more specially for locating the Library and utilising it as an operating station of
sound knowledge within the twelve districts of our Telugu country. There are
more than ten thousand schools which can provide habitation for an equal number
of libraries. The schoolmaster in charge might be given training in Librarianship
in order to serve the interests of the locality with understanding and judgment.
And in so far as the administration of such libraries goes, the District Boards who
are in charge of elementary schools, might be well trusted to discharge that func-
tion efficiently. The elementary schools will, therefore, under such circumstances,
form the base line of the library movement and to expand its usefulness will be the
task awaiting the attention of our public men.

It rests on the Public Library workers as well as on our legislatures, publicists
and social workers to compel the Government to divert for the purpose of the
propagation and maintenance of the Libraries an amount commensurate with the
needs of Andhra Desa. The halting method of doling out a few thousands for the
entire presidency must stop and in its place an allotment of some millions must be
demanded and until such a specific ear-marking is carried out there must be an
unceasing agitation. To effect a change in the vision and the policy of the Govern-
ment we need upright and fearless public men who would not be led into sponsor-
ing legislation of an amateurish character.

"Before the State can take up and discharge its liability to the public in the
organisation of libraries", Mr. D. T. Rao concluded by saying, "a great deal has
to be done by our voluntary effort. The District and Taluk organisations that we
have already, are active in certain areas and inactive in others. Some districts
have libraries that could be counted by hundreds while others have a few that
could be counted on our finger's ends. There are some libraries with opulent
sources of income, while others carry on a miserable existence. There are again
libraries staffed by persons of experience and training, while there are many which
aw ill-staffed and ill-equipped. This wide difference in location, equipment person-
nel and management gives rise to a new problem, namely, that of co-ordination in
the working of libraries and the need for trained librarians. Until the various
District Taluk and other subsidiary organisations act in harmony receiving stimulus
from the parent organisation, the result will not be satisfactory. Hence the
Andhra Desa Libraries Association will have to frame a year's policy and work
ahead and pursue it with application and energy. Periodical inspection of Library
organisations, regular conferences with leading librarians, and frequent convocation
-of regional conferences are likely to keep the movement alive. But stress has to be
laid OQ the need for more workers of a trained character, who can work for the
all-ronnd prosperity of each centre. Henceforward the public library movement
will have to qmbraee within its sphere active rural reconstruction. The Library,
as an agency for this purpose, has been tried in America with great success and